
I made a visit to Enaikishomi in September 2015. After a four hour bus journey from Nairobi and a further hour in 
a car down an increasingly rocky road, I arrived on a dark Sunday night at the school to be given a warm 
welcome by the teachers. I was fed and given a bed. I awoke the next morning and was taken aback by the 
beauty of the surroundings, with the expansive sky, the striking view of Mount Kenya in the distance and the 
heartwarming sight of the children trickling in through the school gates. I had intended to stay at the school for 
three weeks. I stayed for 10 months. 

I was drawn in by the opportunity to learn from the school’s dynamic and dedicated staff and was  inspired by the 
children’s eagerness to learn. I deepened my understanding of rural life and ultimately learnt how Sandy and 
Edward’s commitment and the support of donors to The Amy Elgar Trust had made such a wonderful project 
possible. I found that the Enaikishomi School project is not just educating the children to a high degree but it is 
also providing water access to the local community and creating income generation opportunities for local 
women through a sewing group. The school’s consistently strong academic performance, coming in the top three 
per subject in comparison to more than 20 local public and private schools was astounding, especially as its so 
removed from local towns and institutions. The investment made so far in the children of Enaikishomi is forming 
a bright, disciplined and responsible generation of young Kenyans that are well-equipped to face the challenges 
of life. 

However, the community around the school is under pressure. Sharing dwindling natural resources among a 
growing population and experiencing longer droughts and inadequate rains, the resilience of the community 
surrounding the school is vital to the school’s ongoing success. Having worked for the past three years in Egypt 
in off-grid solar energy for agriculture, I felt my understanding of the interplay of water, energy and food for 
human development was relevant at Enaikishomi. I dedicated my time to identifying how the children’s education 
could incorporate the better management of the area’s natural resources and took action to promote 
conservation and sow the seeds for future sustainable business creation. The resources provided through the 
support of the Amy Elgar Trust, both physical and human, established a strong foundation on which to develop a 
tailored Education for Sustainable Development program, which is now being followed in the newly founded 
Enaikishomi Environmental Club. The club is aimed at deepening the children’s knowledge of the area’s 
ecosystems and implementing micro-projects in the school in which the showcasing of vocational skills is 
paramount. We are building on the successes of the school’s water kiosk, feeding program and tree planting 
schemes with an overarching sustainability framework and 
encouraging the children to spread this knowledge to their 
families and hopefully inspire countless others.

Enaikishomi is an exemplary model for development with 
an important mission and your support gives these children 
a flying start in a more resilient community. Over the next 
few pages I will give you a closer look into the daily 
operations of the school and the exciting developments 
underway.
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The School day at Enaikishomi

Facilities at Enaikishomi

Enaikishomi Primary School now educates approximately 200 children and employs 10 teaching staff, a 
gardener, a cook and a security guard. The children have access to excellent facilities on a 3.5 acre plot 
including a kitchen, garden, toilet block, water tanks filled from a solar water pump, electricity from two new 
government-installed solar systems, a library and of course 8 classrooms. There are currently 9 staff 
accommodation units with separate toilet and shower facilities, shared kitchen and solar-generated 
electricity.

While the younger learners focus on the fundamentals of counting, reading and writing, the older children 
follow the national curriculum of mathematics, english, kiswahili, science, religious education, social studies 
and PE. If they wish, they can join the environmental club, chess club or the scouts.

During the morning, Dan the gardener opens the 
water kiosk for the local women, their only 
alternative being an unreliable municipal kiosk 
4km away. Siyaine the cook fills 200 plates to the brim 
with beans and rice/maize.  Each day the meal is 
supplemented with produce from the garden such as 
spinach, kale or even pumpkin.

At 1:30pm the lunch hour begins and once fed the children play 
football, netball, chess or even take advantage of the new library 
initiative with books provided by a government programme. 

The pupils arrive at 7:30am, some walking 
for up to 9km, and they go straight to their 
classrooms to get settled.

Lessons end at 3:30pm after which the children participate in 
games, prep or clubs. By 5pm the school is empty and the 
teachers enjoy some well-earned rest, prepare meals, study for 
exams, play card games, socialise or choose to practice their IT 
skills on the new laptop.

At 8:00am assembly begins with hymns and a scouts 
parade, followed by an inspection of handkerchiefs 
and fingernails, daily announcements and a prayer. 
Morning classes run between 8:20am and 1:30am 
with two brief pauses, during the first of which each 
child receives a cup of porridge from the kitchen.



Sports at Enaikishomi

IT Infrastructure

To improve the school’s capacity for self-education we have installed an internet connection, provided a 
laptop, projector and printer and have trained the teachers in their use. Closing the digital divide, we hope, 
will reduce administrative costs incurred by travel to send letters and will make communication to and from 
the school much easier.

With (supervised) access to the internet, the children 
enjoy multimedia learning resources and have a 
window to the wider world. The equipment’s use in 
the classroom is not only giving greater depth to 
topics but is also helping the teachers to connect 
with those pupils who are more visual learners than 
their classmates. The image on the right shows the 
projector being used to explain land management in 
the Environmental Club. It was later used to show 
cl ips from the BBC’s Planet Earth nature 
documentaries, a huge leap forward in their 
exposure and a great deal of fun!

Teacher Morris leads sports education with 
great progress being made in football and 
volleyball. While younger than their rivals at 
Ethi Primary and Lokusero Secondary, the 
Enaikishomi pupils have proven to be fierce 
competitors in inter-school tournaments and 
some pupils even ran in the Safaricom half-
marathon in July. The long distances walked 
to school and the superior food provided are 
nurturing the school’s athletes.



The Environmental Club

Enaikishomi’s surroundings have little infrastructure and poor access to the services available in larger 
towns. The Maasai live a life that revolves around the rearing of livestock. A typical weekend for the children  
includes the grazing of cows or goats and helping at home. The land on which the families rely is 
increasingly under pressure and the shared natural resources must be managed efficiently. Learning how to 
use the area’s stocks of renewable and non-renewable resources such as plants, animals, air, water, soils 
and minerals is not just interesting and fun, it’s necessary for the area to thrive. Therefore, the club follows 
an Education for Sustainable Development framework, incorporating science and mathematics with 

resourcefulness. Implementing micro-projects throughout the school 
plot develops the children’s ability to communicate and collaborate 
while increasing their confidence in their non-academic abilities. In 
addition to the formal education they receive in the classroom,  they 
subsequently develop practical and vocational skills that will benefit 
their lives in the long-term, giving them exposure to opportunities they 
may not have considered previously. It is not just a gardening club, it is 
a holistic approach to making the best out of the world around them, 
building on the children’s affinity with nature and their inherent 
curiosity in their surroundings to ultimately meet the needs of the 
community.

Club Session Format

The club currently has 50 members from the eldest 
three classes. The sessions’ format is as follows; a 
discussion of sustainability-related topics such as 
water recycling, composting, planting methods, 
conservation; putting this understanding into 
practice with the implementation of a micro-project 
on the school grounds, and finally, watching a 
documentary with a projector as a treat for their 
hard work. During each session the children are 
reminded to practice the new techniques at home so that the knowledge they learn can spread to the area 
around the school, multiplying the benefits to the children’s families. On the school grounds there are many 
opportunities for demonstrating micro-projects and efficiency techniques. Dan, the gardener, has attended 

a two-week permaculture design course 
and with his intimate knowledge of the 
school’s plants and soil and an army of 
enthusiastic children to help him, growing 
more food for the school kitchen and 
developing the school’s infrastructure for 
revenue-generating activities will be a 
much easier task. An extensive tree 
nursery is already underway.



The Enaikishomi Sewing Group

The women’s sewing group is very 
happy with the newly constructed 
project room. While still making 
uniforms for the Enaikishomi pupils, 
they are trying to win contracts with 
neighbouring schools and also making 
work overalls for a local agribusiness 
(rose growing). The project room has 
ample potential as a hub for fostering 
future school business and technical 
skills.

Future developments

This past year, the Amy Elgar Trust funds have been used to develop infrastructure and also procure the 
necessary tools for Enaikishomi staff and pupils to increase the school’s self-sufficiency. As a leader in the 
community with high visibility and an excellent reputation amongst other schools, Enaikishomi can inspire 
others in how to overcome the challenges shared by many in the area. Support given to the Amy Elgar 
Trust benefits not only the 200 children that attend every day, but also their families and the area in which 
they live. Enaikishomi’s resilience is growing and the Amy Elgar Trust’s commitment to the long-term project 
of human development is reaping dividends. The children are getting an excellent start in life and we want 
to keep the momentum and further nurture the team we have in place. We would like to build further staff 
housing so that our entire teaching team and staff can live on the same land, care for it together, and 
contribute equally to clubs and projects.

The project’s success relies as much on donations as it does management, energy, ideas and practical 
skills. Enthusiastic volunteers are welcome, especially if they can bring a bit of practical experience to 
contribute to ongoing projects such as an interest in conservation, energy efficiency, computer training, 
project management, accounting, construction, business skills, irrigation and water management, 
permaculture, etc. A stay on Enaikishomi will show you rural african life with friendly and supportive people 
in an area of stunning natural beauty where you can enjoy a cultural immersion into the Maasai tribe!


