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Dear Friends and Family

We visited Enaikishomi again in January this year and were immediately struck by 
a dramatic change in appearance. All the buildings have been painted or rendered 
in a uniform brick red colour and look very smart – a great way to raise aspirations 
and boost the morale of staff and students alike. Two new classrooms and three 
staff accommodation units had been constructed since our last visit.
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Pupil numbers have grown strongly to 
around 260-270. Sadly, this may be linked 
to the quality of the facilities at the nearby 
government school at Ethi where pupil 
numbers have apparently declined sharply. It is 
something we need to understand and hope to 
visit Ethi School when we return in October.

The feeding programme continues to be very 
important to the School. Siyaine cheerfully 
cooks breakfast and lunch for all the pupils and 
staff each school day.

The school garden continues to flourish despite 
an elephant incursion and we were very 
impressed with the extra curricular activities 
especially football and chess supervised by the 
teachers in their own time. The school library is 
also doing well. We are keen to develop other 
non-curricular activities such as music and 
painting which are sure to prove popular.

On this occasion we were accompanied by 
our close friends, Neil and Jane Mortensen, 
Bob and Liz Reeves and Will and Flick Mather 
who were very helpful in conducting in-depth 
interviews with all the staff. 

Sharing Textbooks

Our friends had one-to-one structured 
conversations with the teachers to learn about 
their lives/experience at Enaikishomi and to 
understand any concerns that they may have.

We were very disappointed to learn that a problem common to all of the teachers was a lack 
of sufficient textbooks with the result one book was being shared between two or even three 
children. This makes teaching extremely difficult with some unfortunate consequences. . . such 
as when one girl took her book home, fell ill and was away from school for a week so the other 
children sharing the book had to go without. 
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This problem is not confined to Enaikishomi and 
we discovered that there was a similar lack of 
textbooks at the two other schools that we visited 
at Lokuseru. The provision of textbooks is the 
responsibility of the Kenyan Government which 
provides the necessary funds to the Headmaster. 
Sadly, these funds are released intermittently and 
often long after the start of term and are never 
sufficient to buy an adequate number of books. 
However, to fulfil an election promise, twenty 
children’s computer tablets were supplied but alas 
with no training and appeared to be underused.

We agreed to make an immediate loan to the School so that the Headmaster could purchase 189 
more textbooks which will enable each pupil to have his or her own book. This loan should be repaid 
as and when government funds become available. . . but we are not optimistic. It will be fascinating to 
see the impact of the wider availability of textbooks on the examination results.

The School Garden

The School garden continues to flourish thanks to the hard work and commitment of Dan. The two 
huge 20,000 litre water tanks harvesting water from the roof of the new classrooms have been linked 
to the drip feed water system providing sustainable irrigation. The children are bringing manure to the 
School as fertiliser.

Saplings that were grown in the tree nursery have now been planted around the perimeter of the 
school grounds and appear to be doing well. The banana trees are growing impressively and are 
starting to bear fruit. . . which may be a mixed  
blessing as bananas are a favourite food of the  
elephants. Indeed, a few months ago, an elephant  
broke through the fence but thankfully was chased 
away by Dan and there was little damage. To deter 
future elephant incursions, we are hoping to get 
one of the school governors, Joseph Kisio  
(a bee keeper) to install some beehives in the  
field next to the school grounds far enough away 
not to endanger the children. Elephants are 
terrified of the fierce African bees and the hive 
should provide a strong deterrent. . . and possibly 
some honey.
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Sports

This year we were fortunate in visiting the 
school with Bob Reeves, the former Director 
of Physical Education at Bristol University. 
In recent years, Bob has supported sport at 
Enaikishomi through donations of balls, goal 
posts, volley and netball posts.

Bob, Sandy and Edward were very keen to 
watch the children play football and arrived 
just after three on a Friday afternoon when 
we were told that play would commence. 
As we approached the school compound 
we were worried as there was not a soul in 
sight. . . no children, no teachers, not even 
Dan, the gardener. We walked up the path to see if there were any signs of life and heard sounds 
from classroom two which turned out to be packed full with at least eighty children having a 
motivational talk from Morris, the maths teacher, who organises sport three times a week in his 
spare time. 

The children then went to the football pitch 
where they were divided into two groups 
and did some amazingly difficult warm up 
and stretching exercises, followed by running 
and a tug of war. Morris was ably supported 
by a new government teacher, John who 
organised the younger children. The School is 
very fortunate in having not one but two very 
enthusiastic young teachers willing to teach 
sport three times a week in their spare time.

There was then an eleven aside match 
between two teams of girls followed by a 
match between the staff (Morris, John and 
Dan with our driver, Peter from Borana) and 
the boys. This was refereed very ably by a young girl who did not hesitate to award penalties for 
foul play even if committed by a staff member.

An urgent priority is to hire a JCB to remove some large stones from the playing area and to have 
the pitch and running track marked with white lines.

The Enaikishomi team of runners performed well in the Lewa marathon. One girl finished 4th out 
of a field of 192. This success is down to the enthusiasm of teacher Morris.

Morris thoroughly enjoyed talking to Bob and will, we are sure, benefit greatly from his advice 
about coaching and the teaching of ball skills. Bob has kindly agreed to provide him with some 
training manuals and DVDs.
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The Chess Club

Two years ago a volunteer, Richard Barrett gave chess lessons to the teachers and a chess club  
was formed. Last year we gave two extra chess sets to the club which has grown and flourished 
under the guidance of teacher Trizer and now counts over forty enthusiastic children aged from 
seven to thirteen.

This year Edward and two friends, Neil Mortensen and Will Mather decided to challenge  
the club members to a game. We were at a severe disadvantage as the classroom was packed  
with a partisan crowd of local supporters offering advice to the players and cheering their every 
move! Suffice to say that Edward lost three matches in a row to the delight of the onlookers.

Trizer has done exceptionally well to organise this club which meets three times a week after 
hours. All the children knew exactly how to place the pieces on the board (although some  
guidance was needed to ensure that the Queen was on a square of her own colour) and how 
each piece moved. There are internal tournaments and a ranking of players. The club is a truly 
exceptional achievement.

As the club is growing very fast, we and our friend, Ted Freeman are donating an additional  
three chess sets as well as some books on tactics and strategy. Edward views his next encounter 
with some trepidation!

Alongside sport, chess has become an important after school activity which provides a lot of  
fun as well as developing cognitive skills.

The Sewing Project

Sadly, we did not have sufficient time to 
interview the new sewing teacher, Purity 
who is working at the School two days a 
week. However, the number of people 
attending the class has grown and there 
are now ten ladies and one man . We were 
delighted to see that all the football players 
were wearing smart new kit made by the 
sewing group.

There is an interesting proposal to divide the 
sewing time with one day being devoted to 
training and a second day to the business of 
making and selling of uniforms both to the 
parents at Enaikishomi and other schools. 
We will be following up on this during our 
next visit in October.
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Maintenance Problems 

We were disappointed to discover around  
fifty broken window panes on both the old  
as well as the newly built classrooms.  
A source of great frustration but a problem 
common to many schools in Kenya. 

It appears that in some cases the builders 
used inferior putty which has cracked and 
eroded with the panes simply being blown 
out in high winds. In addition, many of the 
window stays were made out of a fragile alloy 
which broke easily under pressure causing the 
windows to bang to and fro. This problem was 
compounded by the children hooking their 
bags or clothes on the window hooks.

The Headmaster attributed the broken 
windows to the fact that the School was used 
as a polling station during the two recent 
general elections. There may possibly be 
some truth in this but it is still frustrating 
that nothing was done to repair the damage. 
These problems may appear trivial but if left unchecked would cause serious deterioration.  
We are arranging for all the broken panes and stays to be replaced.

There was also a problem with the water supply to the staff toilet and wash basin with predictable 
results!

However, on the plus side, all of the gutters were for the first time in excellent order with the 
storage tanks full to the brim.
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Future Projects

We are impressed with the school library 
started by teacher Benjamin. This has 
grown significantly and appears to be well 
used. We intend moving the library from 
the administrative block to share the Annie 
Marchant Project Room with the sewing group.

We will have wooden battens fitted on the walls 
of all the classrooms. These will be used to 
display teaching materials and the work of the 
pupils. In addition, there is an urgent need for hooks in the classrooms for the pupils to hang  
their bags and jumpers rather than using the window catches.

We received a request from Dan for more shade netting for the vegetable garden.

More equipment is needed for the playground. A new slide, skipping ropes and old tyres made into 
climbing frames have been recommended by the teachers.

There is a need for more Duplo which is enjoyed by children of all ages.

We would also like to encourage the development of music beginning with recorders and 
percussion instruments such as tambourines, drums and possibly a xylophone.

Whilst there is no time for this in the curriculum, we are keen to develop art and hope to take some 
water based oil paints with us on our next visit in October of this year.

There is a need to level and mark out the football field and running track.

However, some of the above will have to wait a while as we have committed ourselves to building 
yet one more classroom for class 8 during this year, bringing the total number of classrooms within 
the school to eleven. Each class – baby, nursery, pre-unit and classes 1 to 8 – will then have its 
own space. There will, of course, continue to be requests for further buildings – a dining room, for 
example, but for the moment we feel that building this final classroom fulfills our promise to the 
local community.

Conclusion

We would like to thank our friends – Bob & Liz Reeves, Neil & Jane Mortensen, Will & Flick Mather – 
for their fabulous support on this last visit. 

In addition, we would like to thank Faith Riunga, Mercy Mwirigi, Mike Watson, Adrian Paul and 
Nicholas Mutembei for giving of their time and putting together an excellent programme which 
gave us a remarkable insight into the work behind the scenes at Lewa Wildlife Conservancy. 

Thank you also to Rose Munoru and her team at Ngiri House for their wonderful service and 
flexibility. It was a great visit.

Edward and Sandy Elgar
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GIFT AID DECLARATION

 

I certify that I, (Donor’s full name) _____________________________________________________

Of (full address)
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: _______________________________________________

Have made a donation of (amount) £__________________________________

on (date) _____________________

 
To the Amy Elgar Trust. I wish the charity to reclaim the tax on this and all other donations I make hereafter.

Note: In order to qualify as a Gift Aid donation you must pay at least an amount of income tax or capital 
gains tax during the year equal to the tax the Amy Elgar Trust will reclaim on your donation (28p for every 
£1 you give).
 
Signature ____________________________________________ Date ______________________

 
Please return this form with your donation to:

Sandy Elgar
Brook House

Greenhouse Lane
Painswick, Glos. GL6 6SE

 
UK Registered Office: The Lypiatts, 15 Lansdown Road, Cheltenham, Glos. GL50 2JA

Registered Charity 1144222
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